
Laser-Litho
Waterless Lithography - Subtractive

Step 1: Prepare Plate
1.  Mix silicone and mineral spirits to the 
 consistancey of light maple syrup.
2.   Apply silicone mixture and bu�.
3.  Let dry over night or in an oven at 250° F for 10          
minutes

Step 2: Laser Engraving
1.  Create laser-ready �le. Include registration 
marks. 
2.  Laser engrave plate
3.  Wipe with a damp cloth to remove vapor 
resadue and air dry

Step 5: Subtract
1.  Paint on silicone mixture in desired areas
2.  Let dry over night or in an oven at 250° F for 
10 minutes
3.  Repeate steps 3-5 until image is complete

Step 3: Print
1.  Ink up plate rolling quickly (You may need to 
modify your ink with body gum and/or magne-
sium carbonate to sti�en it.)
2.  Pull proof, build ink up slowly.
3.  Print

Step 4: Clean Plate
1.  Clean o� ink using Soy Solv II (you can also use 
acetone)
2.  Degrease plate with soap and water
3.  Rinse and let dry
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printplate after engraving

Laser-Litho
Waterless Lithography - Additive

Step 1: Prepare Plate
1.  Depending on your image you may want to 
paint on additional silicone before engraving.  
2.  Clean plate

Step 2: Laser Engraving
1.  Laser engrave plate
2.  Wipe with a damp cloth to remove any vapor 
resadue and air dry.

Step 3: Print & Repeat

For a more improvisational working method add 
matboard shape to block out areas before engraving. 
Matboard or cardboard is thick enough to withstand the 
power of the laser.

One of the advantages of laser-litho on waterless 
litho plates is the ability to go back and forth 
between additive and subtractive methods 
building the print up layer after layer. It is also 
possible to reclaim the plate by removing the 
silicone with mineral spirits.

If the silicone layer becomes too thick you may 
need it increase the intesntity of the laser.
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